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A Study of the Transformation among Bei-Constructions, Ba-Constructions, and
Neutral Sentences in "Dream of the Red Chamber"

Zhou Yueqi

(School of Humanities, Jianghan University, Wuhan, Hubei 430056)
Abstract: As one of the eight leading scholars of twentieth—century modern Chinese grammar, Mr. Lii Shuxiang made considerable
achievements in the study of modern Chinese and provided detailed explanations and analyses of cases in which verbs in bei—constructions
and ba—constructions take objects. The language of Dream of the Red Chamber, one of the Four Great Classical Novels, is a product of the
transitional period from premodern Chinese to modern Chinese. Taking this work as an example, this paper selects twenty linguistic
examples, uses bei—constructions and ba—constructions as the sources of transformation, divides the examples into three and four categories
respectively, and analyzes the specific transformations among ba—constructions, bei—constructions, and neutral sentences. It analyzes and
summarizes the constraints on the transformation among the above three sentence patterns from both structural and semantic perspectives.
Exploring sentence—pattern transformation through examples from a masterpiece written in a semi—classical and semi—vernacular style opens
new avenues for research and provides a new supplement to the corpus of cases in which verbs in bei—constructions and ba—constructions
take objects.
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